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DETAILED ACTION 

■ Claims 1-8 are presented for examination. 

■ Claims 3-5 have been preliminarily amended. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 
U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or mor e claims particularly- 
pointing out and distinctly claiming the subject matter which the applicant 
regards as his invention. 

1. Claim 7 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, 
as being indefinite in that it fails to point out what is 
included or excluded by the claim language. This claim is an 
omnibus type claim. 

2. Claim 8 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, 
as being indefinite in that it fails to point out what is 
included or excluded by the claim language. This claim is an 
omnibus type claim. Also, it is improper method claim [no 
positively recited method step] . 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs 
of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the basis for the rejections under 
this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention thereof 
by the applicant for patent, or on an international application by another 
who has fulfilled the requirements of paragraphs (1), (2), and (4) of 
section 371(c) of this title before the invention thereof by the applicant 
for patent . 

The changes made to 35 U.S.C. 102(e) by the American 
Inventors Protection Act of 1999 (AIPA) and the Intellectual 
Property and High Technology Technical Amendments Act of 2002 do 
not apply when the reference is a U.S. patent resulting directly 
or indirectly from an international application filed before 
November 29, 2000. Therefore, the prior art date of the reference 
is determined under 35 U. S . C . 102 (e) - prior to the amendment by 
the AIPA (pre-AIPA 35 U.S.C. 102(e)). 

3. Claims 1,3-4 and 6-8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as 
being anticipated by Aravamudan et al USPN (6301609) . 

As per claim 1, Aravamudan et al teach an instant messaging 
system (abstract) comprising: 

a plurality of clients (clients 142, 144, 150 and 150) 
having IM client applications of the same or different types; 
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an IM server (IM server 13 0) selectively connected to each 
of said clients via a computer network (fig. 1) and providing 
prescribed range of functionality to said clients [col. 4, lines 
54 to col. 5, line 14]; 

each client type having a unique identifier lo enable access 
thereto via said computer network [clients are registered with IM 
services provider col. 5, lines 2-8 and col. 6, lines 45-63]; and 

each client having a single account on said IM server for 
all of its client types that can access said IM server [col. 6, 
lines 32-63] ; 

wherein said account is identified by a unique 
identification number common to all of the client types of that 
client [col. 6, lines 32-63]; and 

wherein each said unique identifier of each client type of a 
said client is matched to said unique identification number of 
the particular client [col. 7, lines 1-20] . 



As per claim 3, Aravamudan et al teach an instant messaging 
system as claimed in claim 1, wherein said 
prescribed range of functionality includes: 

(i) sending a textual message from one client to another [col. 7, 
lines 15-33] ; 

(ii) receiving a textual message from one client to another [col. 
7, lines 15-33] ; and 

(ii) identifying which members of a group of clients that a 
client is a member or prospective member of are currently 
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connected to the computer network or are probably so connected 
[col. 7, lines 15-33] . 

As per claim 4, Aravamudan et al teach an Instant messaging 
system as claimed in claim 1, wherein said computer network is 
the internet of direct electronic link of computers and other 
electronic devices [fig. 1 and col. 3, lines 28-52] . 

As per claim 6, Aravamudan et al teach a method for instant 
messaging (abstract) between a plurality of clients (clients 142, 
144, 150 and 150) having IM applications of the same or different 
types (col, 6, lines 45-63), selectively interconnected to an IM 
server (IM server 130) by way of a computer network (fig. 1), 
whereby each client type has a unique Identifier to enable access 
thereto via the computer network (col. 6, lines 32-63), the method 
comprising the following steps: 

providing a single account on the IM server for each client 
in.._ respect- of all of its client types- that -can . .access -the. - IM _ 
server (col. 6, lines 32-63]; 

identifying the account by a unique identification number 
that is common to all of the client types of that client [col. 6, 
lines 32-63] ; and 

matching each unique identifier of each client type of that 
client to said unique identification number thereof [col. 7, lines 
1-20] . 
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As per claim 7, Aravamudan et al teach a instant messaging system 
substantially as herein described with reference to the 
accompanying drawings as appropriate [see fig. 1 and 2] . 
As per claim 8, Aravamudan et al teach a method for instant 
messaging between a plurality of clients having IM applications 
of the same or different types substantially as herein described 
with reference to the accompanying drawings as appropriate [see 
fig. 1 and 2] . 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms 
the basis for all obviousness rejections set forth in this Office 
action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically 
disclosed or described as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the 
differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior 
art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at 
the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the 
art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be 
negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 2 and 5 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Aravamudan et al USPN (6301609) in view of 
McDowell et al USPUB (20010034224) . 

As per claim 2, Aravamudan et al teach an instant messaging 
system as claimed in claim 1 , wherein said client types include 
clients connected to the computer network via: 
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(i) a Pc-based instant messaging client application program 
[pc 142] ; 

(ii) a GSM device [wireless cell phone 150] ; 

(iii) an Internet browser-based client application (col. 7, 
lines 26-33] ; or 

(iv) an email-based client application [col. 7, lines 26- 

33] . 

As per claim 2, although Aravamudan et al shows substantial 
features of the claimed invention, including wireless devices 
that receive and send data packets in a wireless network, he does 
not explicitly show a GSM network. 

Nonetheless, this feature is well known in the art and would 
have been an obvious modification of the system disclosed by 
Aravamudan et al, as evidenced by McDowell et al US Pub. 
(20010034224) . 

In analogous art, McDowell et al whose invention is about an 
instant-messaging system for sharing event . information among 
mobile (wireless) devices, disclose a wireless network using GSM 
standards [paragraph 14, page 1] . Giving the teaching of 
McDowell et al, a person of ordinary skill in the art would have 
readily recognized the desirability and the advantage of 
modifying Aravamudan et al by employing the system of McDowell 
et al because it facilitates the sharing of event information 
such as the presence on a network among mobile users, thereby 
allowing instant messaging to occur among wireless devices and 
devices that are on the Internet [paragraphs 0016 and 0028] . 
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As per claim 5, McDowell et al, as modified, teach the instant 
messaging system as explained in claim 1, wherein the client 
types (22, 24 and 28) connected to the computer network via the 
GSM network (fig. 1) have SMS capability (message can be in the 
form of a short message on a small screen on the user's cell 
phone, paragraph 0040) and are initially connected via an SMSC 
server (SMS server 14, fig.l) to control and manage said SMS 
there between, and wherein said SMSC server is directly 
connected to said IM serer via said computer network [see fig.l 
and paragraphs 0032-0035 page 2] . 

Conclusion 

5. The prior made of record and not relied upon is considered — 
pertinent to applicant's disclosure. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier 
communications from the examiner should be directed to Yasin 
Barqadle whose telephone number is 703-305-5971. The examiner 
can normally be reached on 9:00 AM to 5:30 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are 
unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, Glenn Burgess can be 
reached on 703-305-4792. The fax phone numbers for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are 



1 Application/Control Number: 09/846,249 



Page 9 



Art Unit: 2153 

703-872-9306 for regular communications and 703-746-7238 for 
After Final communications- 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of 
this application or proceeding should be directed to the 
receptionist whose telephone number is 703-305-3900. 

Yasin Barqadle ^ 
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